New Swannington Primary School
Handwriting Policy
Rationale
‘Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.’ (National Curriculum 2014)
Alongside the ability to spell correctly, handwriting is a key part of the transcription skills taught in the National Curriculum. By teaching handwriting in a progressive and consistent way, we are enabling children to communicate their written ideas clearly and fluently. Being able to write with automaticity means cognitive attention can be focused more on the content of the written work and less on the transcription.  
Aims
In teaching handwriting we aim:
1. To introduce correct pencil hold in EYFS and teach pre-cursive letter formation as part of our phonics programme. 
2. To achieve a neat, legible style with correctly formed joined letters in cursive handwriting by KS2. 
3. To adopt a common approach towards handwriting by all adults when writing in children’s books, on the whiteboard or on displays / resources 
4. To create opportunities for regular practice
5. To ensure that pupils take pride in the presentation of their work
6. To teach the skills of adapting their handwriting to different purposes.

Teaching and Organisation
Handwriting lessons cover the objectives from the 2014 National Curriculum programme of study set out for each year group. Handwriting is taught within phonics lessons but may also be a discrete lesson in itself and reinforced in all writing across the curriculum. Shared and guided writing sessions provide additional opportunities for the modelling and monitoring of handwriting. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In EYFS, fine motor control is developed through repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, all building up to pupils being taught to hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing. This uses the tripod grip in almost all cases. We follow Essential Letter and Sounds Synthetic Phonics rhymes, linking graphemes to phonemes. 
As children progress into Year 2, they are introduced to a pre-cursive style with the aim of introducing a fully cursive style only when each individual is developmentally ready (see Appendix 1). Once joins are secure, speed and fluency are developed. In KS2, children are introduced to using a pen, making decisions about which writing implement is best for the task. By the end of Year 6 their writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them to manage the general demands of the curriculum in year 7. This means being able to write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 
Inclusion
Left-handed pupils receive teaching that meets their needs. Children who are experiencing difficulties with handwriting are supported in a variety of ways, for example writing aids such as pencil grips and slanted writing stands are provided and extra support is given where necessary. 

Marking and Assessment
Where appropriate, marking addresses aspects of handwriting. Peer assessment of handwriting work is also encouraged. Handwriting is assessed using Target Tracker as part of the overall writing assessment. The English co-ordinator monitors handwriting through book scrutiny and learning walks. 

Review
This policy was reviewed in September 2021


Appendix 1: Handwriting letter formation
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