New Swannington Primary School
Writing Policy
Rationale
Writing underpins all elements of the school curriculum and is an essential life-skill. We recognise the crucial part we play in developing every child’s writing ability and love of written language. The ability to write with fluency to communicate ideas and emotions enables them to play a full part in society and we are committed to ensuring every child has this entitlement fulfilled.  
Intent
In teaching writing our intent is:
1. To foster an enjoyment of writing amongst pupils and a recognition of its value
2. To develop a sense of achievement in producing written texts
3. To provide stimulating cross-curricular opportunities and meaningful writing contexts linked to quality texts
4. To enable children to write clearly, accurately and coherently whilst expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively
5. To adapt their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
6. To develop the ability to look critically at their work, edit and act on feedback to improve it
7. To introduce grammatical structures and features in context and progressively in line with the National Curriculum requirements
8. To develop the skills required for fluent, legible and speedy handwriting (see Handwriting Policy)
9. To strengthen understanding that using knowledge of phonics will enable accurate spelling (see Spelling Policy)

Implementation
English lessons cover the objectives from the 2014 National Curriculum programme of study set out for each year group. The writing process we use is based on The Write Stuff approach (Jane Considine) which brings clarity to the mechanics of the teaching of writing. It follows a method called ‘sentence stacking’. Sentence stacking refers to the fact that sentences are grouped together chronologically or organizationally to engage children with short, intensive moments of learning that they can apply immediately to their writing. Before writing begins and interspersed throughout are ‘Experience lessons’ where writing is preceded with high quality Speaking and Listening activities and a range of drama and deepening tasks to become more familiar with genre and context. 

An individual lesson is based on a sentence model, broken into three separate chunks: 
1. Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s imagination and set up a sentence 
2. Model section – the teacher close models a sentence that outlines clear writing features and techniques 
3. Enable section – the children write their sentence following the model

Children are exposed to a wide range of genres from both fiction and non-fiction text types. The system arms both teachers and pupils with the knowledge and understanding of what to write and how to write. Grammar, writing techniques and ideas are embedded in every single lesson, and revisited again and again to ensure that pupils become confident and adept writers. Once the sequence of lessons is complete, they go on to write their own independent text, utilising the planning techniques and skills learnt. Editing takes place in ever lesson at this stage with children reading back and making compositional as well as transcript changes. Spelling corrections will be focused on the high frequency words. Peer marking is used where appropriate. A final proof-read then leads to the finished piece being shared, either with peers, another class or parents. 



Marking and Assessment
Children are involved in the assessment of their progress in writing and peer assessment of others. They receive regular supportive feedback on their work from teachers and peers. Writing is assessed using Target Tracker. The English Lead monitors writing through learning walks, book scrutiny and pupil interviews. In addition, external moderation takes place through our partnership with the Coalville Collaborative.  

Impact
By teaching writing in this way, all staff are able to follow a consistent approach with clearly defined progression from year to year. Pupils have a wealth of opportunities to learn what high quality writing looks like and their writing journey is well-structured with misconceptions dealt with in the moment. They understand how to apply sentence scaffolds to their own independent work as their expertise grows, building, planning and arriving at a finished piece. They demonstrate a deeper knowledge of how to improve their work through actionable feedback.    
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