New Swannington Primary School Reading Policy
Why reading matters
Reading is a multi-strategy approach to understanding the written word. It is not simply the decoding of black marks on the page but involves the ability to read with understanding a wide range of different texts, including fiction, non-fiction, real world texts such as labels, captions, lists and environmental print. Success in reading has a direct effect on progress in all areas of the curriculum and is crucial in developing children’s self-esteem, confidence and motivation. Proficiency in reading is at the heart of unlocking the academic curriculum for every child. Ensuring children become fluent and engaged readers at the very earliest stages is our most important priority. 
Aims
In teaching reading, we aim to ensure that all children;
· Become confident and independent readers
· Are able to read fluently with intonation and understanding across all curriculum subjects
· Are exposed to high quality talk, role play, songs, poetry and stories to develop their language comprehension
· Learn to read through our Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programme, Essential Letters and Sounds validated by the DfE with consistency across the school
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· Gain awareness of the close links between reading, spelling and writing activities 

Teaching and Organisation
At New Swannington children engage in reading lessons every day. 
Our Reading lessons in EYFS covers learning objectives identified in Development Matters (2021) enabling children to achieve the Early Learning Goals within the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2021). Reading lessons through Year 1 to Year 6 cover learning objectives from the 2014 National Curriculum.  
Phonics
In EYFS and Year 1 phonics is taught daily through our chosen DfE validated Systematic, Synthetic Phonics Programme - Essential Letters and Sounds. The programme teaches children the link between the sounds of our language (phonemes) and the written representation of these sounds (graphemes), or the spellings of the sounds contained within the English language and is designed to teach children how to read through the act of decoding and blending. Harder to read and spell words that are not phonetically decodable are taught within the scheme and practised frequently. Our phonics scheme is aligned to our phonetically decodable books from Oxford University Press which closely match books to children’s increasing knowledge of phonics and harder to read and spell words so that, early on, they experience plenty of success. Phonics lessons are clearly structured, consistent and fast paced; all teachers of reading are trained to use the ELS programme with regular updates and monitoring to ensure the teaching of phonics is consistent. 
Older children who have not yet mastered the phonics foundations of reading continue to learn through the consistent implementation of phonics lessons through ELS and where appropriate, our catch-up programme, ‘Project X: CODE.  

Comprehension
Teaching in reading focuses on developing children’s competence in both decoding (phonics) and comprehension. Initially children develop their comprehension skills through listening to and talking about the world around them; the rhymes, poems and songs they enjoy and share; and the books (stories and non-fiction) adults read with them.  From Year 2 onwards comprehension skills are further developed in lessons through the VIPERS skills of Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Sequencing / Summarising. 
The teaching of reading throughout school is linked to the teaching of handwriting (ELS) and writing and spelling through ‘The Write Stuff’ (June Considine). 
Hearing books read aloud
All class teachers read books aloud to their class regularly. Class readers expose the children to a wide variety of texts and authors and to access higher level texts. Texts read aloud are carefully chosen to revisit previous learning, matched to the curriculum or for enjoyment. Reading aloud builds enthusiasm, enjoyment and influences pupils own reading by modelling how reading should sound.
Parental Engagement
Parents are encouraged to be involved in the reading development of their child. Families are invited to attend an annual Reading Evening during the Autumn Term where the way we teach reading is explained. Videos, exemplifying how we teach phonemes and further phonics information is available for parents to refer to on our school website. 
In EYFS and Year 1 phonetically decodable books are sent home each Friday. Parents are encouraged to listen to their child read regularly as repeated readings of the texts supports children’s increasingly fluent decoding. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]From Year 2 onwards children choose books from classroom libraries which are matched to their reading skills and primarily taken from our chosen publisher Oxford University Press which expose readers to a variety of texts, genres and authors as well as our rich and varied literary heritage.
Library
Our school library is an attractive and purposeful area. It contains both fiction and non-fiction books, magazines and comics, reading scheme and picture books. I-pads are also available for research purposes. Children are encouraged to use the school library to stimulate and support their reading. Every class and every child gets the opportunity to visit the library and explore or change books weekly.
Assessment
Assessment of a child's reading is an ongoing process. Formative assessment takes place within every lesson and informs teaching and learning both in the moment and from lesson to lesson. Summative assessments are made periodically and shared with leaders to identify children who may benefit from additional support. Phonics is assessed individually for each child in EYFS and Year 1 as well as for those who are accessing the phonics programme elsewhere in school within each half term as part of the ELS cycle. NFER reading assessments are completed from Year 2 onwards only when children become fluent readers. 
Formal reading assessment includes: 
EYFS Baseline Assessment
Attainment against the ELGs as part of the EYFS profile at the end of EYFS
Y1 – phonics screen
Y2- phonics screen retakes
Y2 -5 Optional SATs
Y6- SATs
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