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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision
and musical experiences — and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers
understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.



Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can
achieve.

Intent - At New Swannington Primary School, the intention is that children gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening,
singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. In
accordance with the National Curriculum and informed by the model music curriculum, our objective at New Swannington Primary School is
to ensure we develop a curiosity and enthusiasm for the subject, as well as an understanding about how music can influence lives, and to
help understand emotions. We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the wider community,
and can use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. Through our
bespoke, spiral and thematic curriculum, music is taught in conjunction with our topic units to ensure children can use their knowledge to
enhance their musical compositions and performances.

Implementation - The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in the classroom activities
as well as the weekly singing assemblies, various concerts and performances, and the learning of instruments. The elements of music are
taught in the classroom lessons so that children are able to use some of the language of music to evaluate it, and understand how it is made,
played, appreciated and analysed. In the classroom, Key Stage 2 students learn how to play instruments of wind (recorders), strings (ukulele),
percussion (Boomwhackers) and keyboards. In doing so, the children will be able to understand the different principle of each method of
creating notes, as well as how to read basic music notation. They also learn how to compose focussing on different dimensions of music,
which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body percussion and
vocal sounds is also part of our curriculum for children in EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, which develops the understanding of musical
elements without the added complexity of an instrument. Music technology is integrated across all year groups, ensuring students stay
connected with the evolving landscape of music composition.




Impact - Whilst in school, children have access to a varied programme through the Leicestershire Music Hub, which allows students to
discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. The integral nature of music and the learner creates an
enormously rich palette from which a student may access fundamental abilities such as: achievement, self-confidence, interaction with and
awareness of others, and self-reflection. Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students
individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children can enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose- either as listener,
creator or performer. At New Swannington Primary School, we foster a dynamic partnership with the Leicestershire Music Hub, while also

collaborating closely with local schools to share best practices and enhance music education. We have gained Music Mark accreditation.

Part B: Co-curricular music

At New Swannington Primary School, we have an active school choir that is available for children in Key Stage 2. With weekly rehearsals,
the choir performs at various events throughout the year, both within the school and in the local community, including local community
centres and Meadow Bar Skills Centre. Over the past four years, our students have had the incredible opportunity to sing alongside 8,000
other children at the renowned Young Voices concert in Birmingham. We take immense pride in our choir’s enthusiasm and their passionate
embrace of the art of singing. Students also have the opportunity to engage in personalised music tuition, either one-on-one or in small
groups, with our team of trained specialist instructors. Currently, children are exploring their musical talents through lessons in piano, violin,
guitar, ukulele, recorder, flute, clarinet, saxophone, drums, keyboards, electric quitar and bass quitar.




Part C: Musical experiences

Children have the opportunity to showcase their talents in various performances across year groups. EYFS students bring the nativity to life each year. All
year groups take part in Harvest Festival performances and the Christmas Carol Concert. Year 6 concludes their journey at New Swannington Primary
School with a memorable leavers’ performance. Students from all ages can volunteer for speaking and singing roles during each of the aforementioned
performances. As part of our school’s Collaborative Project with the Leicestershire Music Hub, our Year 3 students explore and perform songs centred
around a musical theme. In past years, themes have included musicals, Disney, and a lively Abba vs. Beatles showdown. Parents are warmly invited to
attend a concert that showcases these performances, making for an unforgettable evening of music and talent. Children who take part in Rock Steady
music tuition give termly concerts to children, staff and parents. The children have also taken part in live lessons with the Royal Opera where they learned

the story and the music for Midsummer’s Night's Dream.

Children also have to opportunity to take part in a variety of musical experiences. We have proudly offered concerts to children from local musicians.
Pupils also have the chance to participate in a weekly singing assembly, joining the entire school in a shared musical experience. Throughout the week,
music is seamlessly woven into all assemblies. Children are encouraged to listen to a variety of genres throughout the school year as they enter and leave
assemblies. The summer concert is another opportunity for our school choir and musicians to perform for their parents to showcase their progression
throughout the year.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In subsequent years, New Swannington Primary School will be looking at:

e Pupil Premium — Identify Pupil Premium students participating in co-curricular music activities and collaborate effectively to ensure that Pupil
Premium funding is allocated to support their access to music tuition CPD and capacity planning.

e Design CPD opportunities for classroom teachers to enhance their confidence and effectiveness in delivering the music curriculum and supporting
musical performances throughout the year Performance opportunities.

e Expand the range of performance opportunities for students both within and outside the school, while proactively engaging with the local
community to ensure access to high-quality live music events for both children and parents School orchestra/instrument ensemble.

e Maintain collaboration with local schools within the Collaborative Partnership to work towards establishing a school orchestra.

e Prioritize the promotion of music tuition by allocating dedicated funding to support and encourage student participation




Further information (optional)

Department for Education - Music education: information for parents and young people - GOV.UK
Leicestershire Music Hub - Leicestershire Music - L eicestershire Music
Music Mark - Schools | Music Mark



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/join/schools/

